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President  Tracy Back called the meeting 
to order. 

PROGRAM   

Vice President Marsha Bray introduced 
Hallye Bone , who spoke about the care, 
repair, and storage of older quilts. Hallye 
is AQS certified, and has been quilting 
since 1967. She repaired her first quilt in 
1982. She taught at a number of quilt 
shops in Houston and currently teaches 
redwork at local quilt shops. Copies of 
her book on caring for quilts are available 
for sale tonight and at quilt shops. Hallye 
illustrated her talk with some older quilts 
she brought with her, as well as quilts 
brought in by members. 

Cleaning.  It is important to consider the 
condition of the quilt before cleaning it. 
The most valuable quilts have never 
been used and are unwashed. Hallye 
recommends keeping a record of what 
you’ve done to a quilt and documenting 
this in a little book or on a label. 

Never bleach a quilt or use harsh prod-
ucts. 

Look for large holes and baste muslin 
over them before washing. 

Test the quilt for colorfastness with a wet 
washcloth before washing it. Test teals, 
greens, reds, blues, and sometimes 
black. 

Do not take a cotton quilt to the dry 
cleaner, as the dry cleaning fluid is a 
petrochemical and will start the deteriora-
tion of the cotton. If a quilt has a wool 
batting, do dry clean it. Ask the dry 
cleaner for the first solution of the day, 
because otherwise colors may be depos-
ited on the quilt from other items cleaned 
that day. 

Launder the quilt on a dry, breezy day so 
it will dry easily, and not on a humid day. 

Line the washtub with a sheet to aid in 
removing the quilt from the tub later. 

Biz is good for stains, as well as Vintage 
Soak, available in quilt shops. Mix 2 cups 
of Biz with warm water in a jar, add it to 
warm water in a tub and soak overnight. 
Rinse the quilt 4-5 times or it will be stiff.  

A product called Orvus can be purchased 
for about $25 a gallon, and Hallye recom-
mends the guild buy some for members 
to share. It is used to wash horses’ 
manes and can be found at farm stores. 
Orvus stays good forever, though the 
texture can change depending on the 
temperature. She scoops out about 2 
tablespoons with a wooden spoon. Rinse 
7-8 times, because soap left in a quilt 
can attract silverfish and can stain.  

Use the sheet to pull the quilt out of the 
tub. To dry the quilt, she lays a sheet 
down outside on her deck, spreads out 
the quilt face down, and lays another 
sheet on top. 

Another useful product is Amodex and 
can be found at The Container Store. 
This product removes pen ink stains – 
just drop it on and rinse immediately. 

For gel ink, soak overnight in milk, rinse, 
and launder. 

For ball point pen ink, use hairspray. 

Oxalic acid can also be used, but you 
must be careful to rinse well. 

Lye can sometimes remove difficult 
stains, but be very careful as lye can 
make holes. Hallye has used lye soap on 
coffee stains. 

Sometimes you can see brown stains on 
older quilts. These can be caused by oils 
in the batting chaff. A paste made of salt 
and lemon juice sometimes removes this. 

Mildew is hard to remove. A fungicide 
called Consan-T can be sprayed on, left 
to sit, and rinsed out. You can also try 
airing the quilt on a sunny, breezy day for 
several days. 

Retayn and Synthropol are plastic, 

chemical products and are not recom-
mended.  

Do not use fabric softeners, as some 
have dyes. 

Storage.  Do not use plastic bags. You 
can make a storage bag out of sheets. 
Hallye used to roll up three quilts on 
cardboard tubes from a carpeting store. 
However, AQS now has a guideline say-
ing not to roll quilts as the inside gets 
scrunched. Instead, fold the quilt, and re-
fold it every 6 months.  

Be careful where you store quilts, as 
wooden shelves or trunks can cause 
stains. Marsha Bray shared that she 
lined her cedar chest with aluminum foil, 
and this protects the quilts. You can also 
simply stack them on a bed, perhaps in a 
guest room, and rotate them periodically. 
Quilts can also be displayed on quilt 
racks, although commercial racks can be 
hard to find. 

Repair.  Never take anything away from a 
quilt, just add to it. To patch a bad spot, 
make a template and appliqué something 
over it. Use bigger stitches than usual, 
about 1/4 inch long. If you want to be 
able to see the original fabric, baste 
some bridal veiling on. Polyester veiling 
works better than silk, as the silk is too 
rough. Do not use Fray Check or glue, as 
eventually these will turn brittle. Keep a 
little book and document everything done 
to the quilt. 

Display . Display a quilt by using a sleeve 
tube so the rod doesn’t touch the quilt. 
Only 20 candle hours of light starts dete-
rioration, so be careful about exposing it 
to light.  

Old doll quilts are going through the roof 
in value now. If you frame a small quilt, 
use a spacer between the glass and the 
background.  

The most valuable older quilts are, in this 
order:  blue & white quilts, red & white 
quilts, and red & green quilts.
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BUSINESS MEETING 

Tracy had a correction to the minutes of 
the last meeting:  Carol Wynn was 
awarded Most Artistic Arch in the Chal-
lenge competition last month. This was 
inadvertently omitted in the minutes. 
Sorry, Carol! Polly King moved to accept 
the minutes as corrected, Jeri Wagner 
seconded the motion, and the minutes 
were approved. 

Vice President Marsha Bray provided a 
preview of the programs for upcoming 
meetings. 

April 28  – Mini workshops on fabric 
weaving and beading. A guest, Bar-
bara Cureshi, will teach a bag pat-
tern. 

May 26 – A curator from the Gees 
Bend quilt exhibit at the History Mu-
seum will speak. The museum has 
several crazy quilts on display that 
are well worth a visit. One even has 
the tanned skins of birds and chip-
munks in it! 

June 23  – Salad Supper 

July 28  – Jane Coons will demon-
strate using Electric Quilt 6 to design 
quilts. 

Block of the Month  chair Judy Hum-
phrey announced that if you have signed 
up for the BOM and miss a meeting, 
have a friend pick up the current block for 
you or give Judy an envelope and she 
will mail the new block to you. Copies of 
the blocks cannot be emailed because 
they can get distorted, and it is critical to 
maintain the proper size of the block. The 
last block will be available in September. 
Call or email Judy if you have any prob-
lems or questions. 

Bonnie Brown announced that there is a 
new group within Charity Sharity  that 
takes scraps (including batting pieces) 
and uses them as stuffing for dog beds. 
Charity Sharity accepts all kinds of fabric 
donations and uses them for numerous 
projects. 

Polly King reported that an error was 

made in the Challenge  results last 
month, and the third place winner is Mar-
sha Bray. Polly thanked Jane Coons and 
Candy Grisham for donating gift certifi-
cates for their longarm quilting services. 
Carol Lovelace will come up with an idea 
for the next challenge. We will also be 
doing a Bra Challenge, and Judy Hum-
phrey will lead this challenge. 

Cover Our Kids  chair Joy Schmitt re-
ported that 10 quilts were donated to St. 
Johns pediatric unit. She will be checking 
with Our Little Haven, a residential chil-
dren’s home, and the Children’s Hospital 
cancer unit to see what they need. 

Librarian  Pat Cole has a new book on 
jelly rolls and another on “slicing and 
dicing” quilts. Nancy Peters said there 
will not be a book order placed this 
month. 

Membership  chair Karen Schamerloh 
counted 70 members attending tonight, 
and 4 who were guests and are now new 
members. New guild address books are 
now available. We have 150 members. 
Pat Cole, Rosemary Hopkins, and Carol 
Lovelace won door prizes. 

Newsletter Editor  Cindy Holten re-
minded everyone that the deadline for 
newsletter submissions is 5 P.M. on the 
5th of the month. If you post a contribu-
tion on the Yahoo site, please also email 
Cindy (cmholten@sbcglobal.net). 

Candy Grisham said that the new Disap-
pearing  Nine Patch blocks are due at 
the May 26 meeting. The guild web site 
(http://www.bitsnpiecesguild.com/
Challenges.html) has directions and pic-
tures of the blocks, as well as quilts 
made from previous exchanges. 

Quilt Show Co-Chair  Wendy Richards 
discussed the guidelines for displaying 
guild information in library cases, as they 
differ from one library to another. DJ 
White will co-chair the vendor slot with 
Jeri Wagner. Dee Vogt is taking charge 
of raffle tickets. A publicity person is still 
needed, so please give Wendy a call to 
volunteer. 

Jane Coons displayed the 2010 Raffle 

Quilt , all quilted and complete except for 
the binding. Ivy Osborne volunteered to 
bind it. 

Retreat Co-Chairs  Chris Wiley and 
Celeste Clark reported the following 
dates have been reserved for retreats: 

April 25  is a one-day retreat at Jack-
man’s. Cost is $10. 

The June 2-7  retreat is at Todd Hall 
in Columbia, IL. Four single rooms 
are still available. Fourteen meals 
will be provided, and we will again 
have a masseuse. See Chris for the 
sign-up sheet and be sure to indi-
cate which days you will attend. The 
deposit is $75; make your check 
payable to Bits ‘N Pieces. Cost for 
the entire time, including all meals, 
would be $333 for a double room. 

August 8  is a one-day retreat at 
Heyde’s. Cost is $10. 

November 14  is a one-day retreat at 
Bindings, Borders, and Squares. 
Cost is $10. 

Sunshine and Shadows Chair  
Jeannette Marcus had no report. 

UFO Chair  Mona Howard reminded 
members to fill out their UFO list and turn 
it tonight. Members completing UFOs will 
be recognized and awarded prizes at 
next January’s meeting. 

Workshop Chair  DJ White announced a 
series of workshops by members for 
members. Each workshop is $15 for the 
day. 

May 2  - Wendy Richards will do an I 
Spy quilt workshop. There are still 
10 openings available. 

May 9 -  Candy Grisham will present 
a workshop on the Disappearing 
Nine Patch Exchange here at the 
church, and will do another in Au-
gust or September. 

Secretary  Jennifer Lett announced that 
she has guild business cards available 
tonight, if anyone on the quilt show com-
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mittees or membership committee needs 
some. 

OLD BUSINESS 

Tracy asked for a volunteer to organize 
the Salad Supper  on June 23. This 
doesn’t have to be just one person. Ask a 
friend or two and volunteer! All the water 
and drinks from the Christmas party are 
available. 

NEW BUSINESS 

Dee Vogt is a member of the Salem 
Methodist Church. Their Men’s Club has 
a BBQ in the spring and fall. Last time 
they invited woodworkers to display their 
work, and this time they invited us to do a 
mini quilt show. The BBQ is Saturday, 
May 16. We can fill up the display case, 
set up display racks, have someone sit 
and sew on a quilt, sell raffle tickets, and 
sell little items. Dee is having back sur-
gery 2 weeks from today, and her 
mother, Betty Caswell, will be having 
neck surgery next Monday. 

A number of members brought quilts for 
Show & Tell. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

The Avalon Theatre Company presents 
the play QUILTERS April 16-26 at the 
MO History Museum in Forest Park. Per-
formances are Thursday, Friday, and 
Saturday at 8 PM, and Sundays at 3 PM. 
Tickets are $25 general admission, $20 
student/senior, $18 museum member/
group. See www.mohistory.org for more 
information or call 314-361-9017. 
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President  Tracy Back 314-368-6880 

Vice Pres Marsha Bray 314-650-9739 

Treasurer Linda Focareto 828-280-6760 

Parlimentarian Susan Donnell 314-602-8841 

Secretary Jennifer Lett 314-740-5402 

 � �

COMMITTEE HEADS     

Committee Name Phone 

BOM Judy Humphrey 314-650-0663 

Block Exchange Candy Grisham 314-540-0780 

Challenge Priscilla Poczekaj 314-560-2603 

COK Joy Schmitt 314-225-3502 

Historian Jean Goldsberry 636-394-1166 

Library Pat Cole 636-220-7169 

Library Nancy Peters 314-604-8410 

Membership Karen Schamerloh 314-517-2128 

Newsletter Cindy Holten 636 391 1884 

Programs Marsha Bray 314-650-9739 

Publicity Mary Hurt 636-346-1661 

Quilt Show Wendy Richards 636-394-9250 

Raffle Quilt Jane Coons 314-496-5871 

Retreats Celeste Clark 314-623-3436 

Retreats Chris Wiley 636-227-3850 

Sun/Shad Jeanette Marcus 314-578-8360 

Website Cindy Holten 314-409-8041 

 � �

MINI GROUPS     

Mini Group Name Phone 

A-Team Debbie Ernst 314-920-5143 

Bit x Bit Friendship Circle Sharon Metzger 314-740-0162 

Crazy Quilters Darla Gibson 636-448-8135 

Nighttime Needlers Anne Perry 314-922-5965 

Pieces of Friendship Nancy Muskopf 636-458-0360 

Scraps Carolyn Pike 314-560-6007 

Southern Stitchers Kathy Carvaness 636-343-0544 

�

����

�
�

�	()*��)(�+,�-.�	()*��)(�+,�-.�	()*��)(�+,�-.�	()*��)(�+,�-. ����

Beginning balance    9,780.88 
 �

Revenue   
Membership    1,135.00 

 �

Expenses   
Block of Month        68.25 
Cover our Kids          7.71 
Library        28.56 
Membership       262.96 
Newsletter       152.48 
Programs/VP       175.00 
Retreat       184.80 
Rent        55.00 
Sunshine & Shadows        21.65 

Treasury          7.00 

Total       963.41 
 �

Net revenue       171.59 
 �

Ending balance    9,952.47 

Barbara Wietecter 
Darlene Sforza 
Doris Benz 
Gay Lang 
Judie Benedum 
Kelly Arnold 

Lisa Latzke 
Maribell Knickerbocker 
Mary Jean Chatron 
Roberta Day 
Sherry Mueller 
Wilma Sestric 
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