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Bits ‘N’ Pieces  

Quilt Guild Minutes 
May 26, 2009  

�

Vice President  Marsha Bray called 
the meeting to order and introduced 
our guest speakers. Sharon Smith 
and Tammy Goldman from the Mis-
souri History Museum, who talked 
about the quilt exhibit from Gees 
(pronounced “Jeez”) Bend. 

PROGRAM 

Sharon Smith said this Gees Bend 
exhibit is the third exhibition on tour, 
each comprised of 40-50 quilts. It 
was put together by the Austin Mu-
seum of Art and commissioned for 
their show. 

This exhibit focuses on Mary Lee 
Bendolph, born in 1935 in Gees 
Bend, Wilcox County, AL. This is an 
inland island, with the only access 
via either a ferry or a dirt road. It was 
one of the poorest areas in the na-
tion in the 1930s. After the Civil War 
the former Gee family cotton planta-
tion was sold to Mark Pettway, and 
the former slaves became share-
croppers. During the New Deal, vari-
ous relief programs were sent into 
the area. In the 1960s, the Freedom 
Quilting Bee sold quilts for $5. Rev. 
Martin Luther King visited Gees 
Bend and had strong support from 
the residents. However, the ferry was 
closed down in order to isolate the 
women, as Gees Bend is not far from 
Selma, AL. In the 1990s, an article 
was published in the New York 
Times about the Gees Bend quilts, 
and this sparked interest in a number 
of art historians and collectors. 

The Gees Bend quilts were made 
from used fabric and old clothing to 
serve a purpose. The shacks the 
sharecroppers lived in were very 

drafty, and they could even see right 
through the cracks in the wood plank 
walls. It was common for the resi-
dents to line the walls with newspa-
per for insulation. It took six quilts on 
one bed to be warm at night. In the 
New Deal the homes were nicer. 

The quilters wanted each quilt to be 
different, and they improvised on 
some basic patterns which reflected 
what they saw around them. The 
“Housetop” pattern is loosely based 
on the Log Cabin and sort of looks 
like what a quilter would see if she 
lay on her bed and looked up. The 
“Bricklayer” pattern is loosely based 
on Courthouse Steps. They did not 
name their quilts. 

Mary Lee Bendolph’s quilts all con-
tained a few touches of red, her quilt-
ing signature. She also made quilts 
of her husband’s clothes when he 
died; she and her family sat up and 
tore his clothes into strips to make 
into quilts. 

Mary Lee Bendolph’s mother was 
Aolar, and the collection contains 
one of her quilts. Mary Lee’s daugh-
ter, Essie Bendolph Pettway, born in 
1956, is now a professional seam-
stress. Her daughter-in-law, Louisi-
ana Bendolph, began quilting after 
the shows hit the road because she 
was blown away by the recognition 
the quilts were receiving. 

Two videos run in the museum, one 
for half an hour and the other in the 
gallery for an hour, with more infor-
mation about the quilts. 

Tammy Goldman let us know that 
admission to the museum is free. 
There is a charge for special exhib-
its, including the Gees Bend exhibit 
of $5, or $4 for seniors, or $3 for 6-
12 year olds. However, on Tuesdays 
from 10am-8pm even the special 
exhibit is free. Museum hours 

Wednesday through Monday are 
10am-5pm. Group rates are avail-
able for 10 or more people, and ar-
rangements can be made for a do-
cent to lead the tour. 

The exhibit started April 12 and 
leaves on September 13. 

The ladies from Gees Bend who vis-
ited at the start of the show will be 
back then, sometime around Sep-
tember 11, 12, and 13. They treated 
the staff to some of their singing, as 
they always sing when they quilt. 
Sharon said they sing beautifully, 
and she can’t wait to see them and 
hear them again. She will let Marsha 
know of the exact dates of their re-
turn so we can visit then, too, if inter-
ested. 

Tammy said on Saturday June 20 
from 9am-3pm, the Museum is host-
ing a Discovery Tour titled “Quilts: 
Piecemakers Past and Present.” The 
tour begins at the Missouri History 
Museum with the Gees Bend exhibit 
and quilts from the museum’s own 
collection, then moves on to Sap-
pington House and library for a tour, 
and ends at the Quilted Fox. Cost is 
$65 for members, $75 for non-
members and will include a stop for 
lunch. 

BUSINESS MEETING 

Mary Pommier moved to accept the 
minutes from the last meeting, Nancy 
Peters seconded the motion, and the 
minutes were approved. 

Vice President Marsha Bray an-
nounced that our Salad Supper has 
been moved from June to July. 

4� June 23  – Award winning art 
quilter Annette Hendricks from 
Chicago will share the story of 
her collaboration with two other 
quilters, one in Canada and one 
in Australia. 
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4� July 28  – Salad Supper 

4� August – Carol Slater will tell us 
about Charity Sharity. 

4� September  – Jane Coons will 
demonstrate how to use the soft-
ware program Electric Quilt 6 to 
design quilts. 

4� October  – Judy Laquidera will 
talk about how simple blocks 
make stunning quilts. 

Treasurer Linda Focareto received 
two thank-you cards from Martha 
Jordan, to whom the guild sent a 
monetary gift last month. Mary Pom-
mier added that she has spoken with 
Martha by phone, and she was very 
touched by the gift. Martha’s 8-year-
old daughter Catherine (Kitty) is bat-
tling AML leukemia. Mary said she 
had a lobe of lung removed due to 
an infection. Kitty is undergoing her 
second round of chemotherapy. She 
will still have a third round of chemo 
and a bone marrow transplant ahead 
of her. It can take six months to re-
cover from the bone marrow trans-
plant in another part of the hospital. 

Judy Humphrey reminded everyone 
to pick up their instructions for this 
month’s Block of the Month  block. 

Challenges . Priscilla Poczekaj said 
she expects to hear from Knoxville 
after June 1 as to whether our guild 
challenge quilts have been accepted 
for the show. 

Directions for the Go Green, Bra, 
and Seasons challenges are posted 
on the guild web site. 

Cover Our Kids  chair Joy Schmitt 
asked for volunteers to put together 
this month’s skateboard block, and 
she also had two kits needing volun-
teers to put them together.  

Membership  chair Karen Schamer-
loh reported that 76 members, 5 
guests, and 1 new member attended 
tonight. Bonnie Brown, Patty Gomez, 
and Beth Miller won door prizes. 

Cindy Holten said the deadline for 
submissions to the next newsletter is 
June 5. 

Candy Grisham said that the new 
Disappearing  Nine Patch blocks 
have all been turned in. June 20 she 
will lead a workshop here at the 
church to show various ways to put 
the blocks together. 

Quilt Show Co-Chair  Wendy Rich-
ards has openings for volunteers: 

4� Someone to take charge of signs 
for the show: one big one and 
some smaller directional signs. 

4� A couple people to create 15-16 
awards. 

4� Someone to organize door 
prizes. 

4� Help with setting up and taking 
down the quilts. 

4� Someone to manage the volun-
teer list. 

4� Someone to put up and take 
down the Daniel Boone library 
case display 

Registration forms to enter quilts in 
the show will be available at the Au-
gust meeting. 

Dee Vogt reported that Jane Coons 
is working on the label for the 2010 
Raffle Quilt.  At the BBQ May 16 she 
sold $110 in raffle tickets. Tickets are 
available tonight for members to pick 
up and sell.  

 

Retreat Co-Chair  Celeste Clark re-
ported that 19 people signed up for 
the retreat at Todd Hall in Columbia, 
IL June 2-7  (Tuesday through Sun-
day). The one-day retreat at Heyde’s 
August 8  is full. Celeste will begin 
taking registrations in September for 
the November 14  one-day retreat at 
Bindings, Borders, and Squares. 

OLD BUSINESS 

Jean Weber and Nancy Hoskins will 
co-chair the Salad Supper on July 
28. Jean said she will have food as-
signments next month. 

NEW BUSINESS 

Marsha Bray asked anyone inter-
ested in a docent led tour of the 
Gees Bend quilt exhibit to contact 
her. 

Carol Lovelace thanked Jane Coons 
for her longarm quilting work for her. 
Carol won a gift certificate for Jane’s 
services in the guild Gateway chal-
lenge. 

Debbie Ernst said she and some 
other members started a mini group 
last year for appliqué, both hand and 
machine, for all skill levels. They 
meet at 9:30 am on the second 
Wednesday at Debbie’s home. They 
will not meet in June, July, or August, 
but invite anyone interested to join 
them when they start again in Sep-
tember. 

Members showed the quilts they 
brought for Show and Tell.�
�

Respectfully submitted, 
Jennifer Lett, Secretary 
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OFFICERS     

President  Tracy Back 314-368-6880 

Vice Pres Marsha Bray 314-650-9739 

Treasurer Linda Focareto 828-280-6760 

Parlimentarian Susan Donnell 314-602-8841 

Secretary Jennifer Lett 314-740-5402 

 � �

COMMITTEE HEADS     

Committee Name Phone 

BOM Judy Humphrey 314-650-0663 

Block Exchange Candy Grisham 314-540-0780 

Challenge Priscilla Poczekaj 314-560-2603 

COK Joy Schmitt 314-225-3502 

Historian Jean Goldsberry 636-394-1166 

Library Pat Cole 636-220-7169 

Library Nancy Peters 314-604-8410 

Membership Karen Schamerloh 314-517-2128 

Newsletter Cindy Holten 636 391 1884 

Programs Marsha Bray 314-650-9739 

Publicity Mary Hurt 636-346-1661 

Quilt Show Wendy Richards 636-394-9250 

Raffle Quilt Jane Coons 314-496-5871 

Retreats Celeste Clark 314-623-3436 

Retreats Chris Wiley 636-227-3850 

Sun/Shad Jeanette Marcus 314-578-8360 

Website Cindy Holten 314-409-8041 

 � �

MINI GROUPS     

Mini Group Name Phone 

A-Team Debbie Ernst 314-920-5143 

Bit x Bit Friendship Circle Sharon Metzger 314-740-0162 

Crazy Quilters Darla Gibson 636-448-8135 

Nighttime Needlers Anne Perry 314-922-5965 

Pieces of Friendship Nancy Muskopf 636-458-0360 

Scraps Sharon Metzger 314-740-0162 

Southern Stitchers Kathy Carvaness 636-343-0544 
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Kitty Jordan  — (Daughter 
of Martha Jordan, former Bits 
‘N Pieces member), is still 
battling her illness.  Please 

continue to keep Kitty 
and her family in your 
prayers.�

  EXPENSE INCOME 

Begin Balance: 13,592.57    

Cover our Kids  10.10  
Newsletter  62.55   
Program  150.00   
Rent  55.00   
Retreat June  15.47  152.00  
Workshop 6/20   105.00  
  293.12  257.00  
Net expense  (36.12)  
    
End Balance: 13,556.45    

Anne Perry 
Barbara Gambrel 
Bernadette Delannay 
Carole Braig 
Cherie Garrette 
Cheryl Mann 
Erica Weinstock 
Fran Collins 
Gay Brown 
Ginger Carter 

Ginny Murphy 
Glenda Winship 
Ivy Osborn 
Jean Weber 
Laura Khoury 
Mary Lou Melkowski 
Rose Diringer 
Theresa Higgins 
Viola Schleicher 
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