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President Tracy Back called the meeting
to order.

PROGRAM

The program consisted of three mini-
workshops on creating a bag by a guest,
Barbara Qureshi; fabric weaving by
Priscilla Poczekaj; and beading embel-
lishment by Barbara Warner.

BUSINESS MEETING

Mary Pommier moved to accept the min-
utes from the last meeting, Susan
Donnell seconded the motion, and the
minutes were approved.

Tracy announced that, since she will not
be here next month, Marsha Bray will
chair the May meeting. Tracy will be in
the Mediterranean.

Vice President Marsha Bray provided a
preview of the programs for upcoming
meetings.

May 26 — Tammy Goldman and
Sharon Smith from the History Mu-
seum will talk about the Gee’s Bend
quilt exhibit currently on display at
the museum.

June 23 — Salad Supper

July 28 — Jane Coons will demon-
strate how to use the software pro-
gram Electric Quilt 6 to design quilts.

Candy Grisham filled in for Block of the
Month chair Judy Humphrey and re-
minded everyone to pick up their instruc-
tions for this month’s block. This one is
the large pink flower at the bottom of the
quilt.

Challenges . Tracy said Bits ‘N Pieces
now has 150-160 members, and our
members have lots of talent. Therefore,
the guild is now offering three more chal-
lenges. Entries will be displayed at our

2010 quilt show. Judy Humphrey will be
leading a Bra Challenge, Polly King will
head the Easy Being Green challenge,

and Carol Lovelace offers a Seasons of
Life challenge.

Candy Grisham, filling in for Judy, said
requirements for the bra challenge in-
clude: 1) Must use a new 36C bra (can
get one cheap at Wal-Mart); 2) Bra must
be completely covered, inside and out; 3)
Bra must have a name and can be any
theme. Participants will get their own bra
back. And, best of all, we don’t have to
model them at the show! Candy showed
an example bra all covered in duct tape
with a red lining titled “Redneck Bra.”
Use your imagination and have fun!

Polly King presented an Easy Being
Green challenge, which is aligned with
our 2010 quilt show's green theme. The
two requirements are: 1) the front must
include something green; 2) the quilt
must include something repurposed,
recycled, or re-imagined. Size can range
from a minimum of 30x30 inches to a
maximum of 40x40 inches. True to the
green theme, the rules will not be printed,
unless someone has no email access,
and will be posted on our Yahoo group.
The recyclables used need to be listed
on the entry form. We are looking for
100% participation from members on this
easy, fun challenge. Those who do not
wish to make a quilt can participate by
contributing fabric to recycle. Entries are
due by the entry deadline for the show.

Carol Lovelace, winner of the St. Louis
Arch challenge completed last month,
was asked to come up with a new chal-
lenge. Carol’s challenge is to show the
transitions in the seasons of life. Quilts
can be any size and any style, abstract to
traditional. The idea is to show the
changes between seasons, whether sea-
sons of nature or personal milestones of
life. Embellishments are not required but
are allowed. If you use photos, use pic-
tures you own or that are copyright free.
If someone else took the photos, be sure
to get their permission before you use
them.

Cover Our Kids chair Joy Schmitt
showed this month’s block, a cute puppy
dog flip-n-sew block. Also, she is going to

the machine quilter's conference in May
from Monday through Friday and has an
extra bed if anyone is interested.

Membership chair Karen Schamerloh
reported that 77 members, 2 guests, and
2 new members attended tonight. Door
prizes went to Barbara Wietecter and
Lisa Lansky.

Candy Grisham said that the new Disap-
pearing Nine Patch blocks are due at
the May 26 meeting. Take 4 blocks (2
with prints in the corners, 2 with cream in
the corners) and pin or tack them to-
gether. Put all the blocks in a large Ziploc
bag with your name on them. Candy will
put a list in the next newsletter of all who
said they wanted to participate but do not
turn in their blocks. June 20 will be a
workday for putting the blocks together.

Quilt Show Co-Chair Wendy Richards
announced Carol Lovelace will be our
Publicity chair for the show. Wendy will
need to know by January what quilts we
will be submitting. Tonight she has the
entry forms and pictures of quilts entered
in last year's show, if people want to pick
them up. If not, they will be shredded in a
month or so, as they contain some per-
sonal information.

The 2010 Raffle Quilt is now completely
finished, all quilted by Jane Coons and
bound by vy Osborne. Jane displayed
both the full size quilt and the smaller
version. Dee Vogt is in charge of tickets.
She will get the quilt photographed and
put together packs of 20 tickets for mem-
bers to sell.

Retreat Co-Chair Celeste Clark reported
the April 25 retreat at Jackman’s was lots
of fun.

There are still openings for the re-
treat at Todd Hall in Columbia, IL

June 2-7 (Tuesday through Sun-

day).

There are 3 openings for the one-
day retreat at Heyde's August 8.
Cost is $10.

She will begin taking registrations
soon for the November 14 one-day




retreat at Bindings, Borders, and
Squares.

UFO Chair Mona Howard has the UFO
list members filled in. She is watching 48
people!

Workshop Chair DJ White announced a
series of workshops by members for
members. Each workshop is $15 for the
day.

May 2 - Wendy Richards presents
an | Spy quilt workshop.

June 20 - Candy Grisham will pre-
sent a workshop on ways to put to-
gether the Disappearing Nine Patch
quilt here at the church.

OLD BUSINESS

Jean Weber and Nancy Hoskins will co-
chair the Salad Supper on June 23.

Dee Vogt needs volunteers to help with
the Salem Methodist Church Men’s Club
BBQ May 16. We have been invited to do
a mini quilt show for their event and will
display quilts including the Gray Hares
Gone Wild Challenge and Cover Our
Kids quilts. Dee needs volunteers to
bring their sewing machines and sit and
quilt, as well as someone to demonstrate
hand quilting. A snap together Q frame
will be provided. Please send Dee an
email or give her a call.

NEW BUSINESS

Mary Pommier shared news of Martha
Jordan, a former Bits ‘N Pieces member
who reluctantly moved to Huntsville, AL
last year. Her 8-year-old daughter Cath-
erine (Kitty) has been diagnosed with
AML leukemia, is undergoing chemother-
apy, and will need a bone marrow trans-
plant. Martha has been staying with Kitty
at the hospital, an hour and a half from
her home, while her husband and son
Patrick hold down the fort at home.

Mary suggested we send Martha a gift to
help with some of the Jordan family’s
additional expenses, to be used as they
see fit. For example, Kitty doesn't like the
hospital food very much, but will eat

some things from fast food restaurants,
so Martha is making many food runs for
her. Also, family members have not been
able to visit very often due to the ex-
pense, and that is another way the funds
could be used. Mary said the family still
has a long road ahead of them for Kitty’'s
treatment.

The family stays at the Ronald McDonald
House (RMH) on weekends. Martha says
the bedspreads “have strings in them”
and are factory quilted and “slimy.” If any
of her quilting sisters would like a chal-
lenge, the RMH would be glad to have
any contributed quilts. They have 21 twin
beds and 41 queen size beds. If you
make a quilt, include a label that says
“Property of Ronald McDonald House.”
Carol Hegde has offered to quilt any
quilts made to be donated to RMH. Also,
RMH collects the aluminum pull tabs
from soda cans, and we can collect and
donate them, too.

Barbara Wietecter moved that Bits ‘N
Pieces send Martha Jordan a check for
$500. The motion was seconded by
Darla Gibson and approved by the mem-
bers.

Bernice Dodge moved the guild also se-
lect a nice quilt from the Cover Our Kids
stash and send it to Kitty. Polly King sec-
onded, and the motion was approved.

Raspberry Patch is moving this weekend.

Art Space is opening at Crestwood
Plaza.

AQS has not yet worked out a contract
for next year’'s show at Paducah, so be
careful making reservations.

Eleven members brought quilts for Show
and Tell.
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OFFICERS
President Tracy Back 314-368-6880
Vice Pres Marsha Bray 314-650-9739 Expense Income Committee
Treasurer Linda Focareto 828-280-6760 500.00 ) Donation M Jordan
Parlimentarian Susan Donnell 314-602-8841
Secretary Jennifer Lett 314-740-5402 39.51 482.00 Membership
- 0.87 Treasurer
COMMITTEE HEADS 39.49 - Newsletter
Committee Name Phone
115.04 - Program
BOM Judy Humphrey 314-650-0663
Block Exchange Candy Grisham 314-540-0780 55.00 - Rent
Challenge Priscilla Poczekaj 314-560-2603 174.01 3,989.00 Retreats
COK Joy Schmitt 314-225-3502 2899 i UEO
Historian Jean Goldsberry 636-394-1166
Library Pat Cole 636-220-7169 54.73 175.00 Workshops
Library Nancy Peters 314-604-8410 1,006.77 4,646.87 TOTAL
Membership Karen Schamerloh 314-517-2128 3,640.10 Net Income for ApriI
Newsletter Cindy Holten 636 391 1884
Programs Marsha Bray 314-650-9739
Publicity Mary Hurt 636-346-1661
Quilt Show Wendy Richards 636-394-9250
Raffle Quilt Jane Coons 314-496-5871
Retreats Celeste Clark 314-623-3436
Retreats Chris Wiley 636-227-3850
Sun/Shad Jeanette Marcus 314-578-8360
Website Cindy Holten 314-409-8041
MINI GROUPS

Mini Group Name Phone

A-Team Debbie Ernst 314-920-5143

Bit x Bit Friendship Circle

Sharon Metzger

314-740-0162

Crazy Quilters

Darla Gibson

636-448-8135

Nighttime Needlers

Anne Perry

314-922-5965

Pieces of Friendship

Nancy Muskopf

636-458-0360

Scraps

Carolyn Pike

314-560-6007

Southern Stitchers

Kathy Carvaness

636-343-0544

Martha Jordan’'s , (former Bits ‘N Pieces member)

daughter, Kitty, has been diagnosed with AML leuke-
mia. Please keep Kitty and her family in your

prayers.
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