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Bits ‘N’ Pieces
Quilt Guild Minutes
October 27, 2009

President Tracy Back called the meeting to
order.

Vice President Marsha Bray introduced our
guest speaker, Judy Laquidara.

Program

Judy Laquidara is from Nevada, Missouri, and
has been quilting for over 30 years. She and
her husband Vince are also APQS longarm
machine dealers.

Judy presented on screen in EQ6 some of her
favorite quilt designs, followed by a showing of
the actual quilts. She designs quilts that are
easy to construct but look much more compli-
cated when finished.

Judy uses a number of tricks to give a basic
quilt design extra appeal. For instance, blocks
can be extended into the outside sashing to
give it a different look.

When putting blocks together, Judy recom-
mends avoiding matching points in adjacent
blocks. An attractive alternative was her
framed pinwheel blocks.

Blocks can be altered slightly to create secon-
dary patterns. Adding a simple triangle in a
corner can be enough to create a secondary
design and give a quilt an entirely different
feel. For example, Judy added a purple trian-
gle in one corner of a block pattern in EQ6
called Dunce Cap and made four blocks with
this pattern. These four blocks were set into
the middle of her quilt, creating a secondary
design in the center.

Judy’s blog at www.patchworktimes.com has
a section called Quilt for an Hour. (Look at the
sidebar on the right under Free Patterns and
Projects for the Quilt for an Hour projects.)
While it can be hard to find a large block of
time, most quilters can find one hour at a time.
The quilt designs in this section are written for
one-hour blocks. Judy’s next book, Weekend
Quilts, is written in the same fashion, to be
completed in small chunks of time. This book
also contains some recipes, too.

Judy showed a number of her quilts. She likes

to use tone-on-tone fabrics, but has learned
that they do not always photograph well. One
of the quilts we saw was the quilt used on the
cover of her Nine Patch Extravaganza book.
She pointed out that the inside border on the
sides was wider than on the top and bottom in
order to get the pieced border to fit properly.
This kind of adjustment is frequently neces-
sary when using pieced borders.

One quilt had a snail’s trail border. While it
was not hard to put the pieces together, Judy
said she had to keep an eye on the color
placement to be sure the pattern was coming
together the way she wanted it.

Several quilts had ribbon borders. The same
pieces within these blocks could be turned
one way to make a mountain pattern, and
another way to make a ribbon.

Judy pointed out the sashing on another quilt.
She altered it by adding a quarter square tri-
angle on the ends of the sashing to make kind
of a chevron shape. This small change made
a big difference in the look of the quilt. She
also showed the EQ6 designs of this quilt with
the original straight sashing and her modified
version, and the difference was dramatic when
the two designs are compared.

Judy showed a quilt that was judged in the
Vermont Quilt Festival in 2004 and was
awarded a prize. However, in the judges’ com-
ments, one judge criticized her borders and
quilting design. Later, when the same quilt
was judged in Paducah, a judge commented
that the borders and quilting design were par-
ticularly good. As it turned out, it was the
same judge!

A quilt with tulip blocks and a checkered bor-
der will be featured in the August 2010 issue
of McCall's Quilting.

Judy brought her business cards with her, and
her books and patterns were for sale after her
lecture during the break. She can be reached
at Laquidara@gmail.com, phone 417-448-
8980. Her quilting site is
www.sunshinequilts.com.

Business Meeting

Sharon Metzger moved the minutes be ac-
cepted, the motion was seconded by Candy
Grisham, and the minutes were approved as
published.

Vice President Marsha Bray thanked Jane

Coons for presenting the EQ6 program last
month. Trudy Johnson will present Novem-
ber’s program on making t-shirt quilts.

NOTE: The December Christmas Party will
be December 8, the second Tuesday of the
month.

Annette Hendricks, the art quilter from Chi-
cago who spoke to us a few months ago, was
awarded a Judge’s Choice award at Houston
for her quilt with the pumpkin and cat that she
showed us during her talk.

Judy Humphrey still had some patterns for the
Block of the Month, which she distributed to
those who hadn'’t picked them up before.

Darla Gibson has received 58 blocks already
for the Christmas Block Exchange. The rest of
the blocks need to be returned to her at the
November meeting so she has time to sort
them into groups of blocks. At the Christmas
party, the names of everyone who made
blocks will go into a hat, names will be drawn,
and the lucky winners will take home a set of
blocks. If you cannot get your block turned in
at the November meeting, call Darla and let
her know.

Carol Lovelace announced additional criteria
for the Transitions challenge. All entries must
have a hanging sleeve and a label with the
title and your name.

Polly King clarified the size limitation of the
Easy to be Green challenge. Entries must be
at least 30" x 30” and a maximum of 40" x 40"
That is, each side must measure somewhere
between 30 and 40 inches.

Judy Humphrey showed a feature on the bra
display at St. Luke’s in the health section of
the newspaper. The bras are still displayed at
St. Luke’s. Show Me St. Louis televised a
feature on the bras, too. Judy is still accepting
bras for the quilt show. She has learned a
couple tips: using Steam-a-Seam on the lining
of the bra helps it fit much better. Also, it is
much easier to cut the straps off, line them,
and then sew them back on than to try to do
this when they are attached.

Joy Schmitt recently took 30 quilts to Chil-
dren’s Hospital. Tonight's blocks are simple
nine patches that will alternate with novelty
fabric featuring trucks.

Nancy Peters said there are now 6 orders for
books from AQS. When we send in an order




for 6 or more books, we get a 30% discount.
You do not have to be a member of AQS to
order. The AQS book catalog and order forms
are always available at the front table at every
meeting.

Pat Cole reported the library has made $40
from sale of donated books, magazines, and
patterns so far. This money will be used to
order books for the library.

Karen Schamerloh announced we have 77
members in attendance, 3 new members, and
a record number of guests — 11! Door prizes
of $5 gift certificates from Quilted Fox went to
Lucille Adams, Ginny Rainey, and Mary Di-
vine.

Cindy Holten has changed the newsletter
deadline again to the first Friday of the month.
The deadline for the next newsletter is No-
vember 6. Pictures of the art bras are on our
web page.

Wendy Richards announced that the guild
voted Nancy Peters as the featured quilter for
the show. Wendy surprised Nancy with a pot
of flowers in congratulations. Registration
forms are available at a table in back for quilt
show entries. Wendy will bring a camera to
take pictures of quilts for those who cannot do
this themselves at 6:30, before the next meet-
ing. If necessary, pictures can be taken after
the meeting, as well. Another member offered
to bring a printer, so pictures of quilts that
need to go on the registration forms can be
printed immediately. It's OK if only the top is
done and not quilted. The pictures are needed
to design the layout and placement of quilts
for the show.

Wendy would like every member of the guild
to consider putting a quilt in the show, which is
intended to showcase all levels of skill of guild
members. There is a category for first quilts.
Actually, the simpler quilts can attract more
members to the guild, since more complex
quilts can sometimes intimidate people. When
a potential new quilter sees an appealing but
simpler design, they can be more encouraged
to attempt it themselves.

Mona Howard has taken charge of the bed
turning for the show and needs about 20-30
quilts dating from the 1940’s or earlier to dis-
play. She will be asking for these quilts earlier
than regular show submissions because she
has the opportunity to work with an appraiser/

historian to learn more about the quilts and
perhaps fill in some gaps in their owners’
knowledge of them.

Two years ago, the Maryland Heights Com-
munity Center did a small show featuring 21
smaller quilts from our guild. We have the
opportunity to do that again, beginning in early
January 2010 to the first part of February. A
volunteer is needed to oversee this effort.

Dee Vogt has collected $800 for the raffle
quilt. It is currently hanging at Quilted Fox
(appearing next at In Stitches in Ballwin), and
the smaller one is at Borders, Bindings, and
Squares in St. Charles. Be sure to bring back
your ticket money next month, as the drawing
for the small quilt will be at our Christmas
party December 8.

Dee shared that many people knew her 20-
year-old daughter was previously diagnosed
with a brain tumor. Two weeks ago she had
an appendectomy, and a tumor was found in
her appendix. However, the good news is that
her doctors have determined that she does
not need chemotherapy.

Celeste Williams announced the next retreat is
at Borders, Bindings, and Squares in St.
Charles November 11. The Todd Hall retreat
January 27-31 is full up with some names on
the waiting list. Let the new president know if
you are willing to act as chair for retreats for
next year, as Celeste is unable to continue in
that role.

Mona Howard reminded members that we
have only two more months to finish UFOs for
this year. Awards will be made in January.

Candy Grisham said there are still spaces
available for Judy Laquidara’s workshop to-
morrow. It will run from 9am-3pm at Trinity
Lutheran Church at 141 and Clayton Road.

Old Business

Donna Tharp announced that Jane Coons has
volunteered to serve as Secretary for next
year. The nominating committee has not found
anyone willing to serve as President or Vice
President.

Tracy detailed the responsibilities of those two
positions. The President writes the President’s
Message in the newsletter, which takes 30-60
minutes. She prepares the agenda and chairs

the monthly meetings. The Vice President
arranges speakers for the monthly programs.
Since we always devote a meeting to Cover
Our Kids, salad supper, challenge quilts, and
the Christmas party, there are only 6-7 pro-
grams that need speakers.

With over 130 members in the guild, Tracy
cannot see why two people do not step up and
take on these positions. If the podium is empty
in January, our only option is to disband the
guild. We must vote on the new officers at the
November meeting, and the slate of officers
must appear in the next newsletter. Since the
newsletter deadline is November 6, please
think hard about contributing to your guild by
serving in these positions, and contact Tracy
to volunteer.

New Business
None.
Announcements

Quilt National closes October 29, so you have
a couple more days to attend. Quilt National is
showing at The Foundry Art Centre, 520 North
Main Center, St. Charles, MO 63301. See
www.foundryartcentre.org for more informa-
tion.

Innov8tions in Textiles just opened at Mary-

ville, and several of our members have quilts
displayed. See www.craftalliance.org for the
complete schedule.

Nellie Mueller announced the DIY Diva Expo
will be November 13-14. They will have a
display on how to upgrade your kitchen for
only $500, a number of lectures and work-
shops, and a vendor area. Nellie is teaching a
class on how to make a fabric wallet-purse,
and Ann Hazelwood will be there, too. See
www.diydivaexpo.com/ for all the details.

Members displayed their finished quilts for
Show and Tell. When Peggy Knight was up
front showing a quilt, Tracy announced it's her
birthday today and led us in singing Happy
Birthday to her.

Respectfully submitted,
Jennifer Lett, Secretary
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OFFICERS
President Tracy Back 314-368-6880
Vice Pres Marsha Bray 314-650-9739
Treasurer Linda Focareto 828-280-6760

Parlimentarian

Susan Donnell

314-602-8841

Secretary Jennifer Lett 314-740-5402
COMMITTEE HEADS

Committee Name Phone

BOM Judy Humphrey 314-650-0663

Block Exchange

Candy Grisham

314-540-0780

Challenge Priscilla Poczekaj 314-560-2603
COK Joy Schmitt 314-225-3502
Historian Jean Goldsberry 636-394-1166
Library Pat Cole 636-220-7169
Library Nancy Peters 314-604-8410
Membership Karen Schamerloh 314-517-2128
Newsletter Cindy Holten 636 391 1884
Nominating Debbie Ernst 314-920-5143
Programs Marsha Bray 314-650-9739
Publicity Mary Hurt 636-346-1661
Quilt Show Wendy Richards 636-394-9250
Raffle Quilt Jane Coons 314-496-5871
Retreats Celeste Clark 314-623-3436
Retreats Chris Wiley 636-227-3850
Sun/Shad Jeanette Marcus 314-578-8360
Website Cindy Holten 636-391-1884
MINI GROUPS

Mini Group Name Phone

A-Team Debbie Ernst 314-920-5143

Bit x Bit Friendship Circle

Sharon Metzger

314-740-0162

Crazy Quilters

Darla Gibson

636-448-8135

Nighttime Needlers

Anne Perry

314-922-5965

Pieces of Friendship

Nancy Muskopf

636-458-0360

Scraps

Sharon Metzger

314-740-0162

Southern Stitchers

Kathy Carvaness

636-343-0544
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Beginning Balance 9,699.83
Expense _Income
Historian 92.05
Library 16.91  40.00
Membership 102.17 127.00
Newsletter 36.15
Oct program &
workshop 992.17  60.00
Quilt show 2010 49.61 297.00
Raffle Quilt 318.00
Rent 55.00
Retreats 1,683.00
Total 1,344.06 2,525.00
Net Income for Oct __1,180.94
Ending Balance 10,880.77
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Jean Ferguson
Joanne Raab
Kathleen Cavaness
Katie Falch

Linda Waugh
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Mary Pommier
Nelllie Mueller
Sheryl Walker
Shirley Boeker
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#
%

$

( (G
1 2 * 8
& & 2 < =
1 ! > | ++
+++ &
8 &! 1 125 >> =
& 11 -2 9 &
%5 | - 92 8
+; 22. *
* "#$%&""($%&)
5 99 L SR L
00 +$
/ @ ++ * 0 / & A B))
*CD *+E, *C, *+ @+ E *C *+ @+E * @++
F 2 & & 15 @ 111%$2 +3.4%5./
O*+'*_
,-‘&IOl
Ceil Adams Marilyn Stough




