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OFFICERS     

President  Tracy Back 314-368-6880 

Vice Pres Marsha Bray 314-650-9739 

Treasurer Linda Focareto 828-280-6760 

Parlimentarian Susan Donnell 314-602-8841 

Secretary Jennifer Lett 314-740-5402 

 � �

COMMITTEE HEADS     

Committee Name Phone 

BOM Judy Humphrey 314-650-0663 

Block Exchange Candy Grisham 314-540-0780 

Challenge Priscilla Poczekaj 314-560-2603 

COK Joy Schmitt 314-225-3502 

Historian Jean Goldsberry 636-394-1166 

Library Pat Cole 636-220-7169 

Library Nancy Peters 314-604-8410 

Membership Karen Schamerloh 314-517-2128 

Newsletter Cindy Holten 636 391 1884 

Programs Marsha Bray 314-650-9739 

Publicity Mary Hurt 636-346-1661 

Quilt Show Wendy Richards 636-394-9250 

Raffle Quilt Jane Coons 314-496-5871 

Retreats Celeste Clark 314-623-3436 

Retreats Chris Wiley 636-227-3850 

Sun/Shad Jeanette Marcus 314-578-8360 

Website Cindy Holten 636-391-1884 

 � �

MINI GROUPS     

Mini Group Name Phone 

A-Team Debbie Ernst 314-920-5143 

Bit x Bit Friendship Circle Sharon Metzger 314-740-0162 

Crazy Quilters Darla Gibson 636-448-8135 

Nighttime Needlers Anne Perry 314-922-5965 

Pieces of Friendship Nancy Muskopf 636-458-0360 

Scraps Sharon Metzger 314-740-0162 

Southern Stitchers Kathy Carvaness 636-343-0544 
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Dee Vogt 

Jan Doyle 

Lisa Marsden 

Mary K. Wuschke 

Nancy Hopkins 

Nancy Muskopf 

Polly King 

Sheri Buerke 

Shirley Handlang 

Terry Rhodes 

� Expense Income  
Beginning balance  �  $8,673.60  
 � � �

Membership         80.84         58.00   
Newsletter         75.73              -     
Program        200.00        100.00   
Quilt Show 2010         72.61        198.00   
Raffle quilt 2010              -          503.00   
Rent         55.00              -     
Retreats         80.00         60.00   
Workshops        120.00        120.00   

Total       684.18     1,039.00   

Ending balance  �  $9,028.42  
  �  
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Bits ‘N’ Pieces  
Quilt Guild Minutes 

August 25, 2009  
�

PROGRAM   

President Tracy Back called the meeting to 
order, and Vice President Marsha Bray intro-
duced our guest speaker, Carole Splater from 
Charity Sharity. With Carole were Marty 
Walsh, Bonnie Brown, and Becky. Bonnie and 
Marty passed out items to members to hold 
until Carole asked for them. One by one, she 
identified each item, the member held it up, 
and Carole described the group that made it 
and for what purpose. 

Charity Sharity was formed ten years ago 
when a group of fabric lovers got together to 
share fabric, first with each other, then with 
charities. The volume of donations increased 
far beyond their expectations, and Carole’s 
basement is always full of fabric. Charity Shar-
ity is in essence a clearinghouse, as they 
know what different charities need and can 
sort and distribute the donated fabric accord-
ingly. The charities all provide caring, comfort 
and help with difficulties in one form or an-
other. 

One gentleman makes pillows with the pic-
tures of active servicemen for their children to 
have while they are deployed. Marty Walsh 
made a red, white, and blue quilt for wounded 
military personnel, used in a helicopter or 
hospital. A drawstring bag was made by 
Goodies For You (G4U) in Warrenton in the 
National Guard Armory. The bags are filled 
with paper, pens, soap, and other personal 
items for active duty soldiers. 

A green and white tote bag was made by 
Carole for Shalom House, which houses 
women for up to 90 days or a two-year pro-
gram. Since Easter, 150 bags were donated. 
Some of the women can put all their posses-
sions into their bag. 

Three lap robes with big squares were made 
by Carole’s mother, Mrs. Fields, who is in her 
90’s and makes about 100 of them a year. 

Three turbans – two cotton, one knitted – were 
made for cancer patients. Over 2,000 of these 
have been donated to area hospitals. If you 
are interested in participating in this effort, 
contact Marty. 

Three bears were made by church groups for 
use in emergency rooms, shelters, and police 
cars for children who have been abused and 
have been removed from their homes. 

A denim quilt was made for Angel Arms, foster 
homes that house children and try to keep 
siblings together. They use old jeans for the 
quilts and personalize them with each child’s 
name. They deliver eight at once, one for each 
child in a home. 

A little Snoopy dog is used by St. Gabriel’s 
church as prizes at church picnics. A rag rug 
was made from polyester knit by the United 
Methodist Church in Pittsfield, Illinois. 

Two ceramic items were made by Denise 
Williams of fabric bonded to glass. Denise has 
a studio in Crestwood Square. Carole shared 
a favorite quote:  “Art may not save lives, but it 
makes life worth living.” 

A white square was made by the Peregrine 
Society, which has a staff of three and makes 
these bandages for cancer patients. 

The St. Vincent de Paul Women’s Society 
makes bedrolls for a homeless shelter in Cape 
Girardeau out of any kind of fabric, including 
wools and double knits. These “ugly quilts” 
actually save lives when the weather is cold. 

Charity Sharity takes all kinds of fabric dona-
tions. They also accept sewing machines, 
notions, yarn, thread, crochet and embroidery 
thread, bobbins, sewing machine parts, but-
tons, lace, embroidery hoops, and knitting 
needles. A sewing school in Honduras can 
use children’s patterns. They do not take any 
clothing other than blue jeans. There was 
once an effort to use scraps to make dog 
beds, but this was as unsuccessful effort. 

Charity Sharity does not have a tax number. 
They are not a tax free organization, since 
they have no income or outcome. Therefore, 
fabric donations are not tax deductible. 

Carole said one frequent question she gets is 
whether Charity Sharity members take any of 
the fabric for themselves. She said yes, they 
do sometimes use some fabric themselves as 
a sort of payment for their work, but this is less 
than 1% of the fabric donated. Carole said 
nobody has had a problem with this and most 
say they are just glad the fabric is being used. 

Initially, Charity Sharity members sorted and 
distributed fabric two times a year. Now, 
Carole limits her time sorting fabric to two 
hours a day. One day a week, they sort and 
distribute fabric. 

Bonnie Brown picks up fabric donations left on 
the table by the door at each guild meeting for 
Charity Sharity. You can also drop it on 
Carole’s porch (email or call her for direc-
tions). 

Carole works at Jackman’s, and two of her co-
workers, Carol and Marty, plan to walk 60 
miles for breast cancer in Dallas in November. 
They hope to raise $2300 each, and are sell-
ing tickets for two raffle quilts made by Jack-
man employees. Carole is a breast cancer 
survivor. 

BUSINESS MEETING 

Karen Schamerloh distributed supplement 
sheets for the membership  book. Tonight we 
had 81 members, 2 new members, and 4 
guests in attendance. Barbara Warner, Carol 
Hammett, and Elizabeth Meyer won door 
prizes. 

Marsha Bray moved the minutes be accepted 
as published, and Mary Pommier seconded 
the motion. The minutes were approved. 

Marsha Bray announced our September meet-
ing program will be presented by Jane Coons 
on Electric Quilt 6. 

Judy Humphrey has the last installment of the 
Block of the Month tonight. If anyone needs 
the full set, contact her. Bring your finished 
wall hangings to the November guild meeting. 
Judy has donated her sample quilt to 
Women’s Night Out at St. Luke’s on October 
15, where it will be raffled off. St. Luke’s is 
planning to use our art bras in a scavenger 
hunt that night. If anyone has any bras that 
are not quite done, call Judy to make arrange-
ments, as she would like to have as many as 
possible for St. Luke’s. 

Darla Gibson brought squares of Moda’s 
“Figgy Pudding” fabric for $1 each to be used 
for the Christmas block exchange. The block 
must be 12-1/2” unfinished and can be any 
pattern. Susie Q has coordinating Figgy Pud-
ding fabrics, and so do Jackman’s and 
Patches. Bring back the block in November if 
possible, December at the latest. For each 
block you make, your name will be entered in 
a drawing for a set of 9 blocks. You can make 
more than one block, but can win only one set 
of blocks. Darla will bring more fabric squares 
next month. 

Joy Schmitt explained how Cover Our Kids 
(COK) works, since we have new members. 
We donate quilts to three organizations. The 
Children’s Hospital cancer unit has been a 
beneficiary for 15 years and receives about 
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100 quilts a year. Quilts for teens go to St. 
John’s Hospital in long term care. Our Little 
Haven is a residential facility with three large 
buildings in the central west end. They house 
children age 3-10, and now some as young as 
18 months. About 20 quilts were delivered to 
Our Little Haven in July. COK also offers a 
simple block for members to take home and 
complete each month. When they have all 
been returned, COK gathers them together in 
a kit, and a member offers to finish it. 

Nancy Peters reported there are orders for 4 
books, but we need 2 more before the order 
can be sent in to get the discount. 

Pat Cole reported we made $25 this evening 
on the sale of donated magazines. 

Wendy Richards said the Healthy Planet publi-
cation plans to do a feature story on our up-
coming quilt show Green Challenge. Their 
deadline is February 15, so please let Carol or 
Wendy know if your quilt is finished so it can 
be photographed. Thanks to all who donated 
to the offender quilt program. At the Septem-
ber guild meeting we will vote on a featured 
quilter for the March quilt show, so be thinking 
about who you would like this to be. The re-
sults of the vote will be announced in October. 
Shirley asked for the names of quilters who 
have been featured in past years to be posted 
on the web site, and Wendy agreed to do this. 

Wendy needs an “umbrella person” for the 
raffle quilt, since Dee will not be at the show. 
This person would take care of the raffle quilt 
booth and ticket sales at the show. Please see 
Wendy to volunteer. 

Nancy Peters brought registration forms for 
the show, one per member. If you need more, 
please make two-sided copies to save on 
paper. In November they will take pictures of 
quilts, or you can take your own. Just be sure 
they fit in the 4 x 6 box on the form. The Janu-
ary meeting is the latest the forms can be 
turned in. Registration forms are not needed 
for the art bras; they will have a separate form. 
The registration form will also be available on 
the guild web site. Be sure to measure your 
quilts accurately, as this is important in plan-
ning the display layout. 

Candy Grisham announced a Small Master-
piece auction for quilts 24” and smaller (no 
BOMs, please). The quilts can be pieced, 
appliquéd, or art quilts, and people will bid on 
them by buying tickets. Proceeds will go to 
Safe Connections, which brings in Quilt Na-
tional, and to Circle of Concern, a local food 
pantry. 

Wendy stated that although Quilts on Main is 

not happening this year, the Missouri River 
Quilters are having a show at the Frontier 
Park boat house 9/12 from 9-5. We have been 
invited to display our raffle quilt there and sell 
tickets. Volunteers to man the booth, please 
call Wendy. 

Chris Wiley said our next retreat will be 11/14 
at Bindings, Borders, and Squares in St. 
Charles. This is a one-day retreat from 9-6 
and costs $10. Starting Thursday 1/ 28 
through Sunday 1/ 31 will be the next retreat 
at Todd Hall. 

DJ White reminded members of the Topsy 
Turvy workshop on 10/28 with Judy Laqui-
dara. Cost is $30 and will be at the Trinity 
Lutheran Church at 141 and Clayton Rd from 
9:30-3. DJ has a supply list and can email it to 
anyone interested in coming, as there is some 
pre-work to do. Bring your own lunch. 

Old Business :  none. 

New Business :  Tracy’s and Marsha’s terms 
of office are running out. They have both 
served for two years as President and Vice 
President, respectively, and will not be running 
for office again next year. Donna Tharp is the 
head of the Nominating Committee, and two 
more members are needed. They will present 
the slate in October, and we will vote in No-
vember. 

Announcements :  The Hazelwood PTA 
Council Run/Walk Scholarship Fund is looking 
for 1 or 2 quilters to turn their prior years’ t-
shirts into quilts. They will pay someone to 
make the top, but request that the price reflect 
that this is a charitable organization. A group 
of hand quilters will finish the quilts. If inter-
ested, contact Renee Benjamin at 314-921-
5293 (home), or 314-308-7974 (cell), or email 
at Renee-benjamin@sbcglobal.net. 

Quilt National runs from 9/ 5-25 at the Foundry 
in St. Charles. 

The Flower Valley Quilt Show is 9/ 26-27. 

Innov8tions in Textiles 2009 is sponsoring 18 
events. See www.craftalliance.org for more 
information. 

Fibroa, Vive! runs frim 9/18-10/9 at The Old 
Orchard Gallery in Webster Groves. Several 
guild members will be displaying their work. 
See www.theoldorchardgallery.com for more 
information. 

Members displayed the quilts they brought for 
Show & Tell.  

Respectfully submitted, 
Jennifer Lett, Secretary 
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